
Cotoneaster control , Kilninian, Mull to benefit 

Slender Scotch Burnet moth 
22

nd
 & 23

rd
 September  

(anytime between 10.30am and 5pm) 

A.K.A 

Extreme gardening! 
Over the last six years Butterfly Conservation 

Scotland has been doing battle with invasive 

cotoneaster at the Slender Scotch Burnet site at 

Kilninian on the west coast of Mull.  This work has 

been undertaken by contractors as well as 

volunteers, cutting back the cotoneaster and 

applying herbicide to the cut stumps to prevent 

them from re-growing.  Excitingly the moth was 

refound at the site this summer after an absence 

of four years.  Good numbers of Transparent 

Burnets were also seen. 

This therefore provides an added incentive to continue 

the work by ensuring that previously cleared areas 

remain clear, as well as trying to advance into new 

areas.  We are therefore seeking volunteers to help cut 

back the cotoneaster with hand tools (secateurs and 

loppers) over the weekend of 22
nd

 and 23
rd

 September.  

Hand tools and gloves will be provided but please wear 

walking boots or similar as you will be working on steep 

grassy slopes and it is a fifteen minute walk from the 

beach to the undercliffs.   

If you are interested in getting involved just turn up, 

even if it is just for an hour, anytime between 10.30am 

and 5pm.  Follow 

the signs from 

Calgary or Ulva 

Ferry, we will meet down the track to the beach at 

Traign na Cille (Grid reference NM403455). Marker 

flags will then direct you out to the site. 

 

 For those wishing to make a weekend of it, it is 

possible to camp on the beach adjacent to the site or 

there are vacancies available at the Dervaig 

bunkhouse www.mull-hostel-dervaig.co.uk about six 

miles away.  As a further incentive, as if one were 

needed, moth traps will also be run on both the Friday and Saturday nights – weather 

permitting.  It may also be possible to pick up foot passengers from the ferry terminals on 

Mull.   

 

For more information please contact Tom Prescott:  Email: tprescott@butterfly-

conservation.org   Tel:  01540 661469  Mobile: 07979 785665 
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